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The Skimmer Summer 2016  

Editor: Charley Winterbauer 

 

INSIDER EDITION 
(or toot your own horn) 

 

Behind the scenes 
 Subtitle: Behind the website. 

  Dick and a bird friend 
 

 For years, since the establishment of Cape Fear Audubon, our web was hosted by an 

outside contractor.  It worked fairly well but whenever we wanted to make a change, it cost $.  

Even something as simple as adding or deleting a name on our board.  Anything complicated such 

as adding a new feature was very costly so our web stagnated. 

 Dick Daniels, the then current treasurer spoke up and said that he could take over the web 

maintenance if we would relieve him of treasury duty.  I jumped on it and got a new treasurer and 

for the past several years, Dick has been behind the scenes on making changes to our web.  

Perhaps you don’t visit the web but go take a look at it and see if you can notice the changes since 

the last time you looked.  Allow me to introduce this fellow that has allowed me to have web 

changes almost instantly.  www.capefearaudubon.org  

 Dick spent his first 50 years+ in New England. He is an engineer by training with degrees 

from Brown, MIT, and Northeastern. His entire career was spent working for Bell 

Labs/AT&T/Lucent – same company, the name just kept changing! He started out as an electrical 

engineer, and switched to computer science as the technical world transitioned from analog to 

http://www.capefearaudubon.org/
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digital.  He is the author or two technical books, at least one of which would put the average 

reader to sleep. (Editor’s note: those are Dick’s words) 

  One of his most rewarding work experiences was when Bell Labs sent him, as part of their 

“Aid to Black Colleges”, to teach for a school year at Tennessee State University in Nashville . 

 Dick is currently retired and, with his partner Sandy, spends half the year in Ash, North 

Carolina and half in Northwood, New Hampshire. Before forming an NC connection, Dick was 

not into birding because he is color-challenge. He thought this would be a major obstacle to 

identifying birds, but thanks to digital photography, computer displays, and Sandy he can now 

find an ID for most birds he finds.  

 Dick and Sandy have traveled together to over 30 countries and feel there are so many 

places to go and so little time! Always an engineer, Dick gets his technical fix by doing web design 

as a hobby. In addition to CFAS’s website he maintains carolinabirds.org – a website that features 

not only his photos, but those of many other photographers.   

 Other factoids – Dick has designed 3 houses and owned a professional-sized backhoe for 

over 20 years. 

What is Cape Fear Audubon? 
 We are what we do.  We are educational oriented, be it bird walks, meeting presentations or 

habitat consults or talks to local community organizations. 

 The following is a descriptive list of the activities that are ongoing as of the summer of 2016. 

Our premier education effort is “Discover the Wonders of Birds” that we take to the 

elementary schools and show with hands on displays, the wonders of birds to 4th graders.  We are 

reaching out to the youth to help them understand the importance of birds and wildlife to our 

survival.  Our outstanding leader in this effort is Catherine Nesbit.   
The Discover the Wonders of Birds 2016-17 
Native Plant Festival Sept 10th 

Winter Park Sept 23rd – Karen Johnson, 4th grade teacher 

College Park Oct. 7th – Maria Greene, principal 

Pine Valley School Oct 21st – Amy Beall, 4th grade teacher 

Wrightsboro School Nov. 1st – Virginia Wheeler 

Gregory School Nov 10th– Krista Holland, principal 

Alderman School Nov 30th – Jessica Williams, Instructional Coach 

Forest Hills Dec. 9th – Dawn Walsh, 4th grade teacher 

Anderson School Dec. 19th -  Stacy Brown, 4th grade teacher 

Bradley Creek – Jan 20th, 2017 – Dr. Lauren Kefalonitis, principal 

Wrightsville Beach – Feb. 3rd, 2017 –tentative – Sandra Roberts, 4th grade teacher 

We are looking for a few (more) good volunteers 

  Contact Robert Roush roush.robert@gmail.com 

mailto:roush.robert@gmail.com
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A Bunch of Other Stuff 
             +Several years ago, at the initiative of Jamie Rotenberg, we started the Bird-friendly habitat 

award program. This is still active. 

+A UNCW Audubon affiliate (Seahawk Audubon) was formed which is an attempt to get at 

the older “kids”.   We have given money to them for binoculars, a spotting scope and funded their 

Climate change symposium. I continue to meet with them on occasion. Regarding UNCW, we will 

be in our 3rd semester of having an Intern from UNCW.  Win-win for both of us. 

+We offer scholarships to students or anyone doing research on local birds.  We do not have 

any active application at this time. 

+I have been certified to be a Boy Scout Bird Study Merit badge counselor, i.e. I can sign off 

on a Scout receiving the merit badge once I see that he has met all of the requirements. There is a 

Merit Badge College scheduled for August 20 where we will be one of the participants offering the 

means to get the merit badge. 

+Speaking outreach. I speak at Garden clubs, Library events or anywhere they will have me. 

Recently, Bald Head Island homeowners.  Lunch and Learn series at NE Library and along with 

Beth Sheppard, North Carolina Coastal Federation on Birdscaping.  

+With a grant coming via Audubon NC and partnering with Wild Bird & Garden, we are 

creating an incentive to start having bird/butterfly friendly yards by giving some simple guidelines 

and having a small sign posted in yard.  Simple things will earn the sign, like remove invasives, or 

plant some natives, or remove some lawn. This program has not launched yet but will soon.   As 

mentioned above, we already have in place a bird-friendly habitat award program that is fairly 

strict, hence the development of this program to gently lead folks into the concept.   

 
          Actual size 10 X 12, weatherproof 

+We are starting a blog on our website tentatively entitled Native Plants and Birds.  At the 

same time, we may start running Day Sponsor spots on WHQR which will attempt to promote 

awareness of native plants and birds. 

+We are having Doug Tallamy come again to speak this fall on September 24th  I am 

chairing a steering committee comprising individual organizations that are interested in 

promoting Native Plants. Tickets are $10, and the event will be held at the St. James community 

center.  Go to our web site www.capefearaudubon.org  for event information and ticket purchase. 

 +I, along with other members of Cape Fear Audubon, sit on a Bird-friendly habitat 

committee at the Audubon State level.  We are able to see what other chapters are doing around 

the state and offer our ideas and operational programs.  We were first to start the bird friendly 

award program and just last year, one other chapter took our idea and implemented one of their 

own.  Another event is the annual NC Chapter day where we update and exchange ideas.  

http://www.capefearaudubon.org/
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  +Last year we started the Native Plant Festival held at the Arboretum and will do it again 

this year on September 10th.  Education tables, seed exchange, plant sale and more. 

  9 am to 4 pm 
Speakers 

John taggart-9:15-10:15 Coastal Plant Communities  

Roger Shew- 10:15-11:15 “Medicinal and Other” Uses of Native Plants from Southeastern NC 

Sam Marshall- 11:15-12:15 Landscaping with Native Plants 

Melanie Doyle- 12:15-1:15 Invasives  

Evan Folds- 1:15-2:15  Grow Soil, Not Just Plants 

Beth Sheppard- 2:15-3:15 Pollinators  

Jill Peleuses, C Winterbauer-3:15-4:00 Birdscaping, Landscaping for birds  

 

  +We are attempting to develop a collaborative native planting with the city.  We have met 

with them and they are open to take some native plant seeds as an experiment. We agree to start 

small with a garden, quite likely at Halyburton and learn from that to see if more native can be 

introduced into city landscapes 

 +Miscellaneous stuff.  Attend ARCH meetings, River Watch meetings and any 

meeting/event that may have some connection with the welfare of our birds. Conduct fund raisers 

to support our education efforts. 

 

Who is Cape Fear Audubon? 
 I thank our board for contributing to this effort.  Without the dedication of these folks, it 

would not be possible. 

The board members are Vice President: Jim Nesbit, Programs/Publicity: Johanna Hamilton & 

Nancy Buckingham, Treasurer: David Paynter, Secretary: Cary Paynter, Education: Catherine 

Nesbit (Chair), Robert Roush, Debbie Downey, David Weesner, Lindsay Addison, Melanie Doyle, 

Conservation: Beth Sheppard (Chair), Andy Fairbanks, Kemp Burdette, Membership/Field Trips: 

Gretchen Schramm, Webmaster: Dick Daniels 
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Vice President Change 
 Andy Fairbanks is still around.  You can find him on the job at Halyburton and continues to 

be a great resource for Cape Fear Audubon.  With the job and full-time family, he could not take 

on added responsibility that was necessary as Cape Fear Audubon grew. 

 The new vice president, Jim Nesbit, husband of our Education Chairperson has accepted the 

position and is a very welcome addition to our board. 

 

  Jim Nesbit 

 

 Jim Nesbit is a retired educator, 20 years teacher and 10 years principal in elementary 

schools. He continues to volunteer in schools and as a docent at Cameron Art Museum. 

 Jim loves nature and birds. He helped restart CFAS by being on the board from 2006-10. He 

helped develop and present centers for our Discover the Wonders of Birds Program. He has 

volunteered with the banding of pelicans and with wife Catherine volunteered at the Audubon 

Camp at Hog Island Maine. He loves to travel with Catherine to National Parks and to other 

countries. 

PARTING SHOT 

President Charley Winterbauer, San Diego beach 1960s 

 A lot more hair then! 
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One last note:  In June, Cape Fear Audubon lost a previous Board 

member, Bird walk leader, a great supporter of our efforts and a friend.   

Stacy Smaltz. 

 

      
We will miss you!         Doing what she loved 

 

Respectfully yours, Charley Winterbauer, President, Cape Fear Audubon 


